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ABSTRACT—We are pleased to recommend “Common edible and poisonous 


mushrooms of southwestern China” by Yang, Wu, Li, Wang, and Cai. (2021). 


Common edible and poisonous mushrooms of southwestern China. By 
Z-L. Yang, G. Wu, Y-C. Li, X. Wang, Q. Cai, 2021. Science Press, Beijing, China. 
198.00 ¥, https://life.sciencereading.cn 370 p with color plates. Hardback, in Chinese 
and English. ISBN 978-7-03-068388-5. 


One of the nice things to do for a mycologist traveling in 
Southeast Asia is a visit to the local market to marvel at the 
. displays of locally collected mushrooms for sale. All those 

imi) species—various boletes, Amanita, Termitomyces, and many 
i sy) others—and all in one place. Names are of course only in the 
local languages, and one has to dive into the scientific literature 
to find answers for one’s questions. Fortunately, there are now 


several books available to help the myco-traveler getting to know the edible 
and poisonous mushrooms of the area. In 2019 AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
EDIBLE, POISONOUS AND MEDICINAL FUNGI OF NORTHERN LAOs was published, 
reviewed here by Vellinga (2019), and a large volume on poisonous mushrooms 
for China finally saw the light in 2016 (Chen & al. 2016). 


* Book reviews or books for consideration for coverage in this column should be sent to the 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF <editor@mycotaxon.com> 6720 NW Skyline, Portland OR 97229 USA. 
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The book on common edible and poisonous mushrooms discussed 
here focuses on one region of China only—the southwest, covering Tibet; 
the provinces of Yunnan, Sichuan, and Guizhou; and the municipality of 
Chongqing; this region is extremely varied, in topology, climate, and habitat. 

The introduction is relatively short, only 25 pages, and focuses on the region, 
the difficulties distinguishing edible species from their toxic look-alikes, 
preventing and treating poisonings, descriptive terms of the mushrooms, 
and the various groups and how to key those out. A key to the main groups is 
included, but not one to the species. 

The main section is dedicated to the species themselves, and for each species 
a photo taken in the wild (a very few photos are taken outside the natural setting) 
is given, complemented by a description and an end note regarding edibility or 
toxicity. The species are ordered according to their general morphology (gilled 
mushrooms, boletes, polypores, etc.), and edible and poisonous species are 
not in separate parts. This arrangement gives the reader a better idea about 
how similar poisonous species can be to edible ones. To give an idea about the 
coverage, 60 bolete species and 30 amanitas are included. and Termitomyces is 
represented by nine species. Nomenclature is in general up to date (although 
Cystoderma aureum is still in Phaeolepiota), and the plates and descriptions are 
of high quality. 

A few final words. All the texts in this book are 
in Chinese and in English, which makes it very 
accessible and useful for those who don't read £ 
Chinese. | gs eet: 

This book gives a very nice introduction to the 
very rich mycoflora/funga of southwestern China, 
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but of course, only gives information on the edible 
and poisonous species. Nonetheless, as such it is 
a welcome addition to the Chinese mushroom 
book library. 
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